
 

Incorporating Evidence 
Properly incorporating evidence helps us avoid plagiarism, show why we used a particular 
source, and maintain the logic and flow of our argument. There are a few things to consider 
when integrating evidence into a piece of writing. 
 

 ​Decide whether it is best to summarize, paraphrase, or quote 
Summarizing​ uses fewer words to express the main ideas of an author. Summarize when 

● you have a lengthy text, or 
● you want to give a brief overview of the main ideas. 

Paraphrasing​ restates the author’s ideas in about the same number of words. Paraphrase when 
● the ideas are important, but the exact words are not; 
● you need to simplify the language for your audience; or 
●  you want to reorder the source’s ideas. 

Quoting​ uses the exact words of an author in quotation marks. Quote when 
● the language is especially vivid or expressive or is needed for technical accuracy, or 
● the exact words of an authority figure add significance to an argument. 

Try to use a mixture of summary, paraphrasing, and quotes along with a variety of sources. 
 

Use Signal Phrases To Integrate Sources 
Using signal phrases, sometimes referred to as “reporting words,” does three main things: 

1. Prepares the reader for the switch between your ideas and someone else’s. 
2. Establishes the identity and authority of the source. 
3. Puts the source material in context. 

Short list of signal phrases: 

Acknowledges  Believes  Denies  Illustrates  Refutes 

Adds  Claims  Describes  Implies  Rejects 

Admits  Compares  Disputes  Insists  Reports 

Agrees  Confirms  Emphasizes  Notes  Responds 

Argues  Contends  Endorses  Observes  Suggests 

Asserts  Declares  Grants  Points out  Writes 

 
Try to vary the sentence structure and reporting words. For example: 
● According to Dumbledore, headmaster of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, 

“​We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as we are divided.​” 
● The Ministry of Magic reports that… 
● As long-time Auror, Alastor Moody and recent inductee Nymphadora Tonks point out, “…” 
● Hermione Granger offers an interesting perspective: “…” 

Table adapted from ​A Pocket Style Manual​, 8​th​ edition by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers 

 



 

 
 


